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ADVERTISEMENT. 


© Pave Sold Eſſay was ent to qi Preſs. 


not in compliance with the earneſt deſire 


: of F riends, but to benefit Two Worthy Feu 
As that end bas been happily anſwered BY THE 
LIBERALITY or Manr, the Author ſubmits 
to the cenſure of the cold Critic; yet not 
without ſome hopes of favour from ſuch as 


_ incline to FEEL for Others. 


ALM 


P AR 


I TH /eeing, ſatisfy d; with gain, content; 
(Where thro” lone vales ſmooth glides the 
humble Fen) — 1 
W.— (for wiſdom known) ſat down in peace: 
Calmly to wait the Sour that would releaſe _ 
His better Part, from all that clogg'd its flight 
From ſoaring upwards to the Realms of Light : 
' Diſcharge from pains i add to its energy; 
Break down the walls; and let the Pris'ner free. 
- | From 
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F rom Courts, their c: cares and crimes he ſoonwithdrew; : 
His aim, far nobler objects to purſue 
Than Av'rice or Ambition can beſtow 
On thoſe who Joe at their altars bow. 
The Rural Life to contemplation kind; 
Friendly to health of body; peace of mind- 
The ſoil where Friendſhip ſtrikes its deepeſt root; 
And Social Virtues bear their faireſt fruit: 
Where hoſpitable doors yer open ſtand ; 
And Welcome gives, as yet, the honeſt hand; 
With decent plenty decks her wholeſome board, 
That can to Indigence ſome help afford: 
Where Man, with Man epnnected; finds the aid 
That, in throng'd Cities, is ſo oft delay * 
Till loud-voic'd Ruin ſtrikes the ſelfiſh ear "op 
Compels attention, and extorts the tear ;— 
The Rural Life his choice :—which, while it gives 
Something of Heav n, the Soul at leiſure leaves 


To make the reſt fecure ; 3 itſelf adorn, 


In meet array, againſt that glorious morn 


When 
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When all, that once annoy'd, no longer found, 


Joy ſhall ſucceed to joy, in one eternal round! 


Here honour'd, lov'd, bs eve of life he paſt 

Each day ſtill bright'ning as more near the laſt. 
One care ſtill kept poſſeſſion of his breaſt; 

By Mature planted; nor by Grace ſuppreſt. 

A parent s fears would fill the parent's eye; 

Cloud the ſmooth brow; and force the hearing pale | 
While chaſe around all joy, all lite, appear ; 4 
And wonder wherce that ſigh; and. wh that tear. 

Alas he ſaw what quickſands in the way, 
Thro' which incautious Youth would frequent ftray : 

Where Honour, Virtue, Reputation, Life, 

Oft fall ſad victims in the doubtful ſtrife; - 

And fear d, and felt, for all But, next his heart, 
The blooming Maid ! —Compaſſion took her part ; 
And j join 'd, with love-parental, to endear ; 

From earlieſt life left ſolely to his care 
“Be father, mother, to this Babe, the cry d 
The dying mother cry'd,—< her guard / her guide /” 
= 2 ”. And 
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And oft, its infant cries had chill'd with fear; 
And. oft, its half-form'd accents charm'd his ear: 
Oft would he; Joy to ſee new beauties riſe; 
Then figh to think, what dangers i in diſguiſe! 
To obviate theſe, he oft late vigils kept, 
And anxious wak' d, while thoſe he wak'd for gept. 
Unlike thoſe ſires, who look with equal glee, 
On Tom's {ly tricks, or Pug's dexterity; 
And rank their children, in their earlier years, 


Among their cats and dogs, their bulls and bears ; 


Mere animals | whole gambols now and then 


May raiſe a laugh; and turn the riſing ſpleen ;— 
Ere Reaſon dawn d; or Cunning leagnt diſguiſe ; 
3 Nature ſhew'd herſelf alone in cries ; 

He ſtrove each latent. paſſion to explore, 

To find where beſt the rein, and where the ſpur ; 
And tax'd with folly thoſe who left untill'd, 

Till half the ſeed-time o'er, th' unfallow'd field: 
Ny What age too ſoon, 1 bring the ſtubborn Will, 
To bow the neck ? Too early, to inſtill 


The 
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« The love of tolerh-fa ev'ry gen'rous mind . 8 | 
« Or fright from Falſhood thoſe of baſer kind ? 
Js Virtue ſo congenial with the Soul, 
4e That no inſtruction's wanted, no control ? 
© 80 fare of conqueſt, to the foe we yield 
« Time to entrench, ere we will take the field 7 

ce Or, wait we till the World will join our part; 
0 And help, with us, to mould and mend the heart; 
6 Its modes, examples, ſet the buſineſs on ; 


And make our precepts go more ſmoothly down ?” 


: Thus would he talk, not actł. With ſteady hand 
He firſt ſubmiſſion taught to each command. 
Due Fear impreſs'd, he next to Love apply'd - 
A nobler paſſion ; and to Truth ally'd; 
Which tho), at firſt, to Self alone confin'd, 
If rightly train d, may ſpread to all mankind. 
That thirſt of Knowledge, wrought into our frame ; 
That emulation, ardour, conſcious ſhame ; | 
On each, on all, he built; but not rely'd : | 
Too ſandy zheſe foundations to abide, 


When 
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When winds and ſtorms il: Fair, to the eye, 
The pile may riſe, - but ſoon in ruins ke ! 

On ſound Religion all his hopes were plac' d: 
Which to implant, each moment he embrac'd 3 

Nor fear d 2 cenſure, if in earlieſt youth 

He fix'd the byas on the fide of Truth : 

| Gave Virtue her foundation, ſafeguard, crown; 


And furniſh' d ee to the Warld unknown. 


Ea My Child, he ſaid) a Being walls above, 
cc Who, more than father, friend, deſerves thy love, 
„ Thy rev'rence, fear of power beyond control; 
Who ſees the inmoſt ſecrets of thy ſoul, 
c To puniſh, 1 Be it thy care, 
« Aim of each act, and ſubject of each pray'r,, 
Jo gain his love,—Enguire into his will; 
« And when once known, with diligence fulfil. 

* No God is ours, who takes delight to ſee 
His children wander in uncertainty; j 

"66 Forc'd thro* the mazy road of Life to tread, 
* Without or eyes to ſee, or guide to lead: 


a 1 . Gracious 
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„ Gracious ! He both has giv'n; and mark' do our way 

« To endleſs bliſs, as with yon ſolar ray; 

« With Love's ſoft cords ſtill gently draws us on ; 

t And ſhows where Death; and where a glorious Crown! 

« Follow his guidance, there thy ſafety lies; 
strong in his ſtrength; and, in his wiſdom, wiſe. 

” Then, ſhould Misfortune's ſbarpeſ ſting be thine ; 

Pain, Poverty, Contempt, falſe Friends combine ; 

4 Tis meant to work thy welfare, not thy woe: 

« A God of Love can nought but good beſtow 

cc On thoſe who truſt in Him |-Go calmly on ; 

« And ſhow a thoughtleſs World, what may be done 
« By Human Pow rs, aſſiſted from above z 

6“ Their aid, Omnipotence; Director, Love! 

« Nay, ſtill more dangerous, ſhould abounding wealth, 

Beauty, and wit, be giv'n; with blooming health; 
« Of pow'r poſſeſs d; with ſounding titles grac d; 

If in theſe ſlipp'ry paths thy feet are plac'd, £ 

(More ſlipp'ry made by Flatt ry s baneful e, 

c Ev'r n there | in ſafety ſhalt thou paſs along; ; 


Nor 


rer. 
« Nor only /afe, but, like ſome Angel found, 
« Diſpenſing happineſs to all around ! 


« And can ALMERIA doubt, if ſhe ſhould make 8 
ee This God her guide? and his direction take * i 
ce Fears ſhe reſtraint ? which but from // reſtrains ; 
Or duties Goodneſs for our good ordains ? 
O kneel before Him! humbly aſk his aid ; 
And in thy weakneſs be his ſtrength diſplay” d; 
6 His wiſdom, love l— Shield her, my God, "I harm! 
c Let no diſtreſs deter; falſe pleaſure, charm; 
8 Example, influence, or baſe intereſt, ſway 
«© Her ſteps from walking i in that perfect way 
« Thy Word preſcribes Her feeble efforts bleſs |. 


« And may a Parent's pray” r, in mercy, find acceſs ! 


« Her efforts bleſs For think not ſov'reign Grace 
| © Doth ſuperſede our pow'rs ; and leave no place 


For Conſcience to approve, or diſapprove : 


&« Fore-doom'd, fixt monuments of wrath, or love, 


Without 
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cc Without or guilt, or merit, on our n 
« Alike the Senſual as the Pure in Heart; 

To Alike to thoſe who keep, or break, their troth ; 

1 0 Blaſpheme their God; or, tremble at an oath |— 
8 Oh ! be not in their ſecrets thou, my ſoul, 
60 Who thus decide LD ſay not, that he whole 
Of thoſe who have been, or that ſtill may be, 
00 « Brought into being by the ſole decree 
“ Of their Creator ;—ſay not, Theſe were made 
c Only, that Sov reign Pow'r might be diſplay'd,—. 
c Some few exceptions,—in their miſery $1045 
« Mark d out for woe, from all eternity! | 
«© Who treue not to hear ſuch doctrines taught? 

« Which of us all can ſay, his happy lot 
ls with the Choſen Few ?__If ſay, how prove ? 
e Has ſome bleſt Spirit deſcended from above 
« With the glad news ?—His c children, parents, wife, 1 
4 Friend of his boſom | in the Book of Life 
« Are theſe all nam'd ?_If not, —how ſad th' allay, 
„As round his knees the ſmiling infants play, 
N C ; TY 


Do NNE! M EK I 1 | [Parr I. 
cc To think that 77 beſe, before to-morrow's fun—— 
gut go, my Child! in confidence go on. 

« If there's a God, he muſt of thoſe approve | 
«© Who ſtrive, with ardent zeal, to gain his love; 
Of all, who ſeek him with ſincerity, 
« And make their practice with their pray'rs agree. 
60 Why aſk, —if we by aſking nothing gain ? 
% Why labour, —if our labour be in vain? 
« We ſee, in general. health the conſequence Dy 
« Of well-pois'd paſſions; and due temperance': 
«© That ſober induſtry ſhall wealth procure ; | 
The modeſt aim, contentment 5% enſure ; 
« That honour ſtill attends the gen'rous deed ; 
« While love, eſteem, and peace, are Virtue's meed. 
« If this, the natural courſe of things below; 
If peace from Virtue, pain from Vice ſtill low, 
of As rivers from their ſource;;z—-why ſtop we here; 
And not, with Regſon on cur fide, infer | 
“Something analogous to this above ; 
= Where all is rectitude, no leſs than ove 9 


« Nor 


Parr 1 A1 A. : nx 
Nor let miſgivings 1 in thy past ariſe, 
o © Tho! bread ſhould, ſometimes, be deny” d the wiſe : 
e Prong, the battle loſe; the ſwift, the race; 

«« Fal Jſehood, triumphant ; Vi Hed: in diſgrace : 5 

« «© Nay, —ſhould he Good, from deep humility ; ; 

„ Texts miſapplied ; > 0p imbecility 
« Of mind, or body, weeping onward: go; 
% And want that peace which Conſcience would beſtow : 
« While thoſe who take the widow's ox in pegs” | 
0 And cauſe the naked i in the ſtreets to lodge; 
« Remove the land-mark of the fatherleſs, 
« And riſe up early only to oppreſs; 
Or anxious wait the twilight, to commit 

cc Some deed of violence, rapine, or en 

See, anconcerm'd, their number'd days dl 7; S 

00 Sink to the grave, and cry, That all is peace, 

ec Exceptions leave in force the general laws. 
« Efe#s ſtill bear relation to their caſe, 

« Tho, for a time, they may ſuſpended be, 
<« Or thus appear to thoſe who only ſee 


06 Php obvious footſteps of the Deity ; 
8 | «© Not 


_ 1 M E R * ä [ParT I. 
© Not TRACE HIM IN THz DEE | Grant the romaril 

cc end zo Virtue for a while 45 ferr'd; * 

The gloom which fills with fear, may ſave from pride, 
* As intervening clouds the ſun-beams hide 

6 From the too tender eye perhaps was ſent— : 

i © And wherefore not ?—for timely puniſhment ; ; 

In mercy, not in wrath :—perhaps to try 


«© The ſterling gold; and make integrity 


e Shine out with double luſtre, that maintains 


Its ſteady courſe, tho doubtful all its pains 

ce Shall mils the glorious prize. Man's ſtation an. 
« T5 only that of a Provationer : 
But if the due reward of er ry deed, 

« Pure, and unmix d, nbi ſucceed 
The good or evil done, we could not call 
That ſtate, in any ſenſe, probational.. / 
For who that /zes the gulph, will onward go ? 
4 Or give, if known, the ſubſtance for the ſhow ? 


— Who that would riot at the loaded board ; 


bs * Or perjur'd ſtand, to pleaſe ſome i impious lord, | 
„ 


Parr . 4 L 1 _- 


If ſure to meet the Avengen at the door, 

ce Without the means, the hope, to ſcape his pow we 

ce But tho' as thro' a glaſs his ways appear, 
< God leaves himſelf not without witneſs here, 

Ki { Enough to ſatisfy th" ingenuous mind; 

« Enough to influence where 10 paſſions blind 57 

c That with the Perfect he will perfect be, 

% Nor let th oppreſſor with his ſpoils go free : 

« More fully ſeen hereafter, when that plan 

„Which, in its circle, takes the whole of man, | 

8 Shall be complete, and ev'ry part approve 

ce Irſelf the work yy Wiſdom, Join 'd with Love f- 


« Perform thy part ;—and leave to God the reſt. 
5 Made he not man ?—To doubt, if to be bleſt, 
Were to blaſpheme; unleſs we madly chuſe 

cc (Like fools) the Evil, and the Good refuſe. 

&« To know that good, behoves zhee to enquire, 

SY And me to teach But now, my Child, retire: 


« For 
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« For tho' attention in thine eye appears, 

ce The lengthen'd lecture ſuits not tender years. 
The op'ning Roſe-bud aſks a gentle ſhow'r ; 

Nor bears the ſhock when torrents round it pour: 

« Robb'd of its ſweets, and all its colour fled, 


« It ſinks oppreſs'd ; and drops the languid head!” 


PART 


Par II.] A L 1E „ 


PA $1 


60 J UDGE vor THYSELF ; nor idly ref thy faith 
, On what ANOTHER, tho PARENT, Hail. 

cc n faith is due to God alone; 5 

And what He wills, from Scripture only known, 

40 Enquire it there : from truth to truth advance; 


Nor leave thy principles the work of Chance, 


cc Far, far, Fm: me, to force the free-born mind, 
« Or make my thoughts a ſtandard for mankind , 
I but point out the path the wiſe have trod, 
cc In full aſſurance that it leads to God : 8 ; 
« But look into his Word, his Works, and ſee - 
« What FH: hath 58 7 and what eh from ha 


« Was God thy maker? Doth he now 1 
« Thy foul in life; and mercies manifold 


&« Pour 
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cc Pour down upon it with unceaſing hand, 

60 And bie no love, no gratitude demand 75 

« No care to pleaſe ; deſire to know his will ; 

« His name exalt; or his commands fulfil ? 
Mercy prevailing, was redeeming Grace 

« Sent down from heav'n to fave a ſinking race, 

« And raiſe to nobler heights Is there in ſtore 

&« For thee, for me, thouſands on thouſands more, 

bs Thy brothers, friends Forgive the falling tears 
cc That flow from tranſport, mixt with tender fears 
"I Are there i in ſtore for us Joys that exceed 55 
« All that or eye hath ſeen, or heart conceiv d; - 


ec Eternal perfect] free from cares, or pain; 
The prize held forth; and giv'n the power to gain! 
“And can the tongue want prompting in his praiſe ? 


« Or wait the flow return of hours and days, 


« When F ormaliſts their ſervile tribute pay ? 
% Urg'd by their fear, not love, to praiſe and pray. 


« The 
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«© The Good Man finds a temple every where; 

« His conſtant ſtate of mind, a ſtate of cds T; 

« Of praiſe, reliance, reſignation, „„ 

« And all thoſe graces which the Chriſtian prove: 

« Life's common ſcenes will ample themes u 33 

ce All Nature ſhew to him the Deity; | Y 


56 Ty Ln in death, ſtill ſure his God is N agb! 1 


ec But es n i ; nor think I here 

Mean to deery all ſtated times of pray'r, 
« Or ſtated forms; ſince zhe/e once done away, 
ROW ſeldom man would find a time to pray | 
8 To praiſe more ſeldom And to aim at this, 

« Muſt ſhow our i gnorance of what man rs : 
C How prone to turn, where Pleaſure points the way; ; 
« How Int'reſt blinds, and bad Examples ſway. 
4 Fear thy own frailty - and the means ſtill uſe, 

e Our Church {o well provides; : but not abuſe, 
By reſting too much on them; as if theſe, 


3 (The N 8 vain hope) thy God would leaſe; 3 | 
D - . 
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« Or, of themſelves, to favour recommend; 
And ſerve the turn, abſtracted from their end: 
Nor think that 25, tho' done at his command, 
J all thy Maker aſks for from thy hand. 

„ Nay—grant that with fincerity we bring 

« Qur facrifice of praiſe to Heav'n's high King: 
© That our firſt thoughts ſpontaneous riſe to heav n 
« In grateful hymns, for the protection giv'n, | 
While thro' the gloom of night in ſleep we lay, 

« Expos'd, to num'rous foes, an eaſy prey : | 

e Nor leſs the tribute of our thanks renew, 

« When, thoughttul, we the by-paſt day review, 

« And mark its mercies ſeen with Reaſon's eye; 

«© Which mercies, ſhort of miracles, can ſpy— 

„ That, ſtruck with conſcious guilt, we humbly ſue 
For pard'ning Grace; ; and broken vows renew : 
Fervent in pray r; yet to his will reſign” &3 
And in our pray rs include all human-kind : 

cc That we his ſabbaths hallow; Name revere; 

5 And j Join, with * ops" a filial fear : 


cc « Delight 


Par II.! a II W W H‚ͤ/;õ k 
£ Delight his courts to tread ; his ways to trace ; 5 

« His works contemplate z and his wiſdom praiſe : 28s 
In zeal ſo ardent we with martyrs vie, 10 
« And aſk the honour for our God to die ; 

Be not deceiv d: —a part is not the whole : 

6% To love our God the great, but not the 2 

« Commandment giv'n us, on which life depends : 
« A ſecond, —which our mutual good intends 3 1 2 

« Suits with our nature, and our ſtation here ; 

« And helps the common load of ills to bear : 

« The injur'd, rights; the indigent, relieves ; 
Joys, with the joyful ; with the grieved, grieves $ 
« Parent of peace A tranſcript from above gs 

© Where all is harmony, and all is love, 

Was graciouſly annex d; with purpoſe kind: 

& Naw dare 70 /e 7 rate what thy God has i join . 

ce Careful, thou giv'ſt to Him the honour due : : 

« Ty well et Cæſar have his tribute too: 

« Partial obedience ſtill abortive proves ; | 

e Who loves his God aright, his brother loves. 


0 | A L M E R I A. . [PAR II. 


« On zhis foundation ſafely we proceed: 
« Who builds on others, like the ſlender TD 
Will bend with ev'ry blaſt ; his virtues prove, — 
| 4 If virtues we may call, what mere felf-love _ 
68 < Prompts to. perform; or pride, or luſt of praiſe ;— 
« His virtues prove, at beſt, ſome ſhort- liv d blaze. 
8 « Changeful the man! and always in extremes 1 
A flaming ſaint to-day; the next, blaſphemes: 
« Gives with profuſion, or not gives at all ; 
His name ſeen foremoſt on ſome jetter d 1 * 
Vet aſk'd in private but the poor half-crown,— 
5 For merit in diſtreſs the riſing frown 
te Steals o'er his brow ; his motley ſoul the while 
« Lab'ring in thought hats beſt to reconcile 
LAv'rice, with Fame |—Queftion, on queſtion, paſt ; 
He finds a wife, —a ſon, —in fault at laſt, . 
« And ſmiles again : Conſcience in quiet ſleeps : 
He preaches prudence, and his money keeps. 


0 Spare thou the nice enquiry :—look within, 


« Shall Providence with-hold its gifts till ſin, 


. bern) A L M E R I A. ä 
ce In ev'ry WIE at diſtance from thee ſtands ; "A; 

And thou canſt take them with unſported hands £ 

« Alas! how ſhort the period of thy days ! 

Vet let Diſcretion rule in all thy ways: 

“Lib ral; not laviſh: manage well thy ſtore: 

< Look in the world-—Is there but one that's poor? 
% But one, whoſe mournful caſe may help demand; 
«And juſtly claim it from thy abler hand? 

To caft thy bread on many waters,” chuſe; 

<« Refreſhing round, like rains or friendly dews : 
For tho' ill ſpar'd, when urgent is the need, 
The larger gift, or ev'n the ſplendid deed 3 
The fi may wider happineſs produce 

„ And well will ſerve to keep the hand in uſe, 

« The heart ſtill open, and the mind in tune; 

« Which ſhares the bliſs with Him who takes the-boon : 
e Shares with advantage, if we Truth believe ; 

6 Leſs bleft the man who TAKES, than thoſe who GIVE, 


Give freely what thou giv'ſt ;—harſh chidings ſpare; 
&© Nor blemiſh thy good deeds with words ſevere. 
Sie. Thy 
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Thy love's Jefilaixe.. if to deeds ed d: 

« A word, — look—may, - with th' den: mind, 
— « Outweigh thy gift; prevent the heart-felt dread 
© Of modeſt Want, when fore d to aſk for bread! 
6 O ſpare the pain of aſcing, when the pow'r - 

cc Is in thy hand to give Why not reſtore, | 

« With eager haſte, a troubled mind to peace; 

« And change affliction into happineſs ? 

« Thus imitate thy God—in works of love; 

< And thus his miniſter of -mercy' prove ! 

« And can Ambition higher honours crave ? 
The Senſualiſt, | a higher pleaſure live? | 

&« *Tis not in nature! Aſk thro earth, air, ſea, 
“Courts, cities, camps, —all cry, * Tis not in me: 
« Thine, thine alone, Benevolence ] to weave 


„The wreath-that fades not, and true pleaſures . 


Nor lies the ſpark, if genuine, in the breaſt 
aig Torpid and cold, till Innocence oppreſt, 
ce Phe groans of Sickneſs, or the cries of Want; 
« Or well- told tale of ſome dire Accident 


„Shall 
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« Shall rouze it into life; force out a fire; | ff 
Fierce for a while; but quickly to expire. 
<« Hail | heav'n- born Charity! that ne'er can ceaſe! 
Immortal as thy ſource M- Thou bond of peace, 
6 That i in thy circle comprehend' ſt She n * 
1 eas Impreſs thy ſacred i image on her ſoul 
0 In all its wide extent l Let her not thidke, 
« To give the hungry, bread ; the thirſty, drink ; "if 
6c © To clothe the ſhiv'ring han from the cold; 
« Or raiſe the alms-houſe for the helpleſs old, 
Complete thy character; ; or form thy name; : 
«© Thy proſpects terminate; or bound thy aim 4 | 
* Baniſh all mean ſuſpicion from her breaſt ; bet 1 
40 Foe to our oN, as to another's reſt; es ns L OV 
ce Her's ſtill the happy art to hope, to think, the belt! 's 
«&« Flow to reſent an injury when done; | 
6 But ſwift to make th offender's caſe her * 
00 With meekneſs grace her mind Still in her 1 oy 
« The Law of Kindneſs ; ; that from doing wrong 


ce Reſtrains with cords of love; which ſtronger bind 
Than Fear's rough ſetters al moſt all mankind. 
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ce Be the rude habe -abhorr'; the pointed jeſt; | 
be Which, like a ſcorpion, ſtings the feeling breaſt ; 
„Shame on th' ungen'rous act |—Can paining pleaſe ? | 
“Then pierce my hand, but leave my heart at eaſe! 
Loet her with caution peat; with candour hear; 
_« Strict to the truth; but ev'n the truth forbear 
« To ſpeak, when ſpeaking ſerves no other end 
6 Than but to gall a foe, or grieve a friend. 
« From foul detraction turn th offended ear; 5 
« Whether in pity veil'd, or hateful ſneer : 
« And when ev'n Candour can no longer doubt; 
« When Vice diſdains her maſk, and walks about 
“With ſteady front, dead or to praiſe or blame; 
<« Or, more deprav' d, ſhall glory in her ſhame; 
« Temper the honeſt warmth 1 in Virtue 8 cauſe; ej... 
Nor let her zeal for Truth tranſgreſs thy Laws: 
“ Cloth'd with thy Spirit, let her rather ſand 
«To reach, repenting gullt, the ready hand, 
And guide to paths of peace: its weakneſs aid; | 
wh The ſmoakin Fa * blow up, and bind the bruiſed al: 


© 1 
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« Remove the umbling-block that might offend ; j 
&« From Pride, protect; to Want, aſſiſtance lend: 
Point where the /pring, that cleanſeth from each tain ; 3 
6 The aid, which all who ſeek, ſhall ſurely gain: 

«« With gentleneſs allure ; with love engage; : : 
And be my Child the Denxy of her age! ö 8 


gt” 


« On human frailty let her pity take; 

For human failings full allowance make; 

For temper, habit, ignorance, allow; + | 
To Age, its wailings grant; to Youth, its ſhow : 
&« Of ſtubborn Prejudice the errors ſee 

« With pitying eye; and hope ſincerity ; 

Hope that the latent motives may be fair, 

"> Fiowe er th” apparent deeds diſcolour'd are : 

c And when the mind,—unable to ſuſtain | 

Its load of grief, of poverty, or pain,— 


« Drives with the ſtorm :—its energy ſubdu'd ; 0 


n 


. paſſions ſharp' ning as vain hopes delude ; 
« And all its objects thro' falſe mediums view d: WEE 2 
ous Then let ſoft Pity take the Wretch's part, 
« And bear the tranſports of a breaking heart ; 
E 


ce Its 
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Its failings, frowardneſs, reproaches bear; 
And give, to deep Diſtreſs, the patient ear: 

« Rev rence its ſorrows : z Berke, but not provole: 
There s ſomething ſacred in the blaſted oak | 

« To heal, may not be her's; t' alleviate, may : 

„O prompt the thought! and point the ſpeedieſt way f 
e And tho” confin'd within the narroweſt {| es 5 

«© The talents tew, entruſted to her care; 

e Shew her, That nobleſt pleaſure of the mind,—- 
40 The pleaſure to relieve, is not confin' * Troy 
To rank, or riches, but for all left free; 5 

With objects ſuited to whate'er degree, 

ce Or time, or place ;—where Love will hourly ſpy 

ce Some ill, it may remove ; - Of good, ſupply : 

ee The Pris ner viſit, if not ſet him free ; 

0 Or ſmooth the bed for Aged Miſery: 

« May give good counſel, when — elſe's to give ; "4 
And ſet the fair example how to live; RR 

40 Thus benefit Mankind: Her faith ove; 

-h Then only perfect when it works by love: 

_ Oh ! make her rich in theſe All elſe be giv = 

4 In er, or with- held Was PLEASE S Hzav'x.“ 


PART 
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c O * CE more, ALMERIA, let Experience ſpeak.— 
60 When life, and all that's dear, is held in lake, | 


«© Wiſdom will warrant ſomeanxiety, er rig £2 


«© How ſtrong ſoc'er we on our God rely. 
ce Better: exceed in care, than be remiſs ;— 
« Fain would I lead. thee to the Realms of Bliſs, ; 


«© Thro' paths which bid the faireſt to procure 

cc Content on earth, mean while that they enſure 

1 « Thy happineſs above fart I have ſhown; _ 
MW But ſtill remains what may, if left unknown, 

“ Prove, in the end, more fatal to thy peace, 

ce Than rocks to thoſe who ſteer thro' dang're rous ſeas. 
« Thus far Parental Care has TROY its aid; 


60 And well Parental Care has been repaid; 
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28 n IA [Parr 
« But ſoon the days will come, when all that care 
_ « Muſt center chiefly in the ardent pray'r; 

« Share in the happineſs ; but not iprove; 


4 Or weep the evils which it can't remove ! 


Time was, AlMRRIA, when the blooming Maid " 
« Contented ſat beneath the friendly ſhale — 
«© Of calm Domeſtic Life, till riper age 
„ Allow'd with more advantage to engage 
«© A num'rous foe; nor ruſh'd into the field 5 
« Of danger, thoughtleſs ; in defence, unſkill'd : 
=: Nor ſpent the time, nor all her views confin'd, 

« To make, perhaps, what Nature ne'er deſign” 4. 
The graceful Dancer: or with Muſic c's charms, 
Jo Jure ſome loit* ring trifler to her arms, 

8 Without a thought beyond: — for life the plan : A 

«© Taught more the arts to keep „than cazch the man : : | 
“To know her province, in its full extent, 
«And what the Wife, the Mother, Miſtreſs, meant : 2 
« To fill each character ; diſcharge each truſt ; 


+ And make ſucceeding years roll happy as the firſt, 
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Thus was HoxoklA taught: nor taught in vain ! 
Long ſhall the pleaſing images remain, 
ce If life remains perhaps, beyond the grave— | 
When bluſhing Modeſty the hand firſt gave | 
c That ſeal d her mine Her character I knew ; 
« In part from Envy; partly from the few 
Who know to judge aright ; which equal ſway 9 
« To form my judgment of the lovely Maid. 
| 0 For Envy ſhows the worth it would ob/cure, 
ec And proves that luſtre bright it can't endure: 
„Like the weak eye, which bears the taper's ray 
c But pain'd, oppreſs d, beneath the blaze of | day. 
« I augur'd not leſs good from Folly's ſneer ; * 
The ſmile ſuppreſs d, whene'er the Maid drew near; 
«© The whiſper, when retir'd; I mark'd it well : 
« And ſaw how powerful Virtue to repel 
« Or Vanity, or Vice ;—for, near her chair 
«© No Savage food; with rude licentious ſtare, 
« Diſtreſſing Innocence: no Coxcomb near, 
« To pour his empty Nothings in the ear; 
* And 
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« And writhe in raptures at the ſmart reply, 
« Or catch the hand in ſeeming extacy, 
C 00 Practis'd at home :—the labours of their morn 
Not leſs to /e the perſon, than adorn ; 3 
« To form the features; ty the varied looks; 8 
« And ſtudy attitudes inſtead of books; if 

« For ſuch were then :—tho' now, our wiſer age, 
. Should ſhow but en, whom manly arts engage: : 
This, as it may —1 ſpake my koneſt aim; 
« And ſaw, howe' er decry'd, that virtuous Shame, 
When Purity, not Guilt, firſt took th alarm, 
£6 Glow'd on the check, and — d ev'ry charm 1 


ee Why . to ſubdue 

«N ature ;3 and Nature's charms D Oh ! if you knew, 
Their pow ir to pleaſe; how diff rent all your plan! 
The ſteady look would hen be left to man! 

* To man the bold reply, th' intrepid mien ; 

« And female graces then be only ſeen: 

e Some caution ſhewn to keep your minds unſoil'd ; 


«« (Impure the > fireams, whole ſource has been defil d); 


40 Then 9 5 
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« Then might the rays of Innocence adorn, 

_« Your glory prove, and not, as now, your ſcorn: 

« And, truſt me, while in theſe ye wanting prove, 

«© The man diſſembles when he talks of love: 

« To coarſer paſſions muſt the tale belong ; 

« The Brute prevail ; or, Av'riee prompt the tongue. 


« Unvers'd in female arts, no vain pretence 
« Was made to keep the Lover in ſuſpence, 
« To ſhow her power: in modeſt terms, but plain, | 
dhe gave me leave a father's leave to gain: 
« For, conſcious of that worth which oft ſupplies, 
« Or ſuperſedes, in the weak parent's eyes, 
6 All other worth ; or more, can whiten Vice; 
« And make ev'n Infamy ſometimes the choice - 
« For a lov'd child I fear'd its influence here : 
« A thought which nor my love, nor pride, could bear 
60 My ſoul abhorr'd to take th unwilling hand, ö 
0 Giv'n in obedience to the ſtern command 
„With look averſe ; and, previous, ftrove to find, 
be How far the lovely Maiden ſtood inclin d. 
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© To favour, or- cee my wiſh to have 


« The Friend thro' life ; and not the fetter'd Saus. 
cc « Tho now a parent, il my thoughts the ſame : 

cc Nor need ALMERIA doubt Je er ſhall claim 
More than a negative; which nature, age, 
4 And long experience on the buſy ſtage 

« Of life, may warrant well :—be her's the care, 
= Timely to guard againſt th' inſidious ſnare 
„ Which Folly weaves, beneath the veil of Love; 
To tear the heart, compell d to diſapprove : 
To work for her, or miſery, or ſhame ; 
<« Forc'd, or to pine in private, or proclaim 
| cc Paſſions in her, too ſtrong to be control d 


* A dang'rous truth in a licentious world | 


25 The broken e invites the prowler in :—— 
te Long had the gentle Erxavona been 
N pattern for her Sex : ;—ingenuous, mild ; 
« Each partial parent envy'd ſuch a child; 
. And 
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ee And wiſh'd the bleſſing theirs such was her bloom: 
80 much it promis d for the days to come; 
« But blaſted all its fruit |—Th' unwary Maid, — 
ce « Thoughtleſs of harm, —ſo long with Ruin play d, 


e A hapleſs paſſion, while ſuſpected leaſt, 


c Stole unperceiv d, and rooted in Ber breaſt. 


«© No more the ſprightly dance and ſong lr“ 
“No more ſweet peace by day; ſweet ſleep by night! 
«No more the open, joyous, look was ſeen, 
c That ſpoke the purity and peace within; 
ce But dark Concealment,; with its thouſand fears ; 
ce The falt*ring voice; and oft, the ſtarting tears 

cc Succeed ; and ſpread their baleful influence round - 
The envious gladden, and the parent wound; 
Baniſh all harmony; all truſt deſtroy 1 
« Cloud ev ry brow, and wither ev'ry joy [ 
Long time ſhe ſtrove to break the fatal chain; 
Her efforts great, but all her efforts vain: 
cc Too weak to conquer, ſhe became a prey; 
« And gave, unknown, the trembling hand away. 


F | « The 
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Is The line once paſt, no o longer bounds ſhe knew ; : 
« T emptations throng, and eaſily ſubdue 

cc © The more than half ſubdu'd ;—the reſt I _— — 
Joo bad the tale for thy unſully d ear! 

5 8 My ſanguine hopes would promiſe better chings; 

& And that ſweet look ſo much HoxoRL brings 

« Back to theſe eyes—I will not doubt, my Child : 
But Virtue, great as her's,, may be Os d; 


« And Innocence itſelf become the prey 

«© Of ſuch, as oy purpoſe, to betray ; : 

e And /uch there are :>—wretches, in ſemblance auen / 
& And hence the danger; ſince, if rightly ſeen, 


« F olly, itſelf, would want no caution here ; 

66 Unbid, we flee the wolf, or rav'ning bear : 

« But now, your figer feelings aid your foes ; 
And that Compaſſion, which ſo lovely ſhows 
« In you, when Miſery pleads, helps to deccive ; 

= And Virtue almoſt bids the Monſter live! 

« No fafety but in flight :—Who ſtays to hear 
“The well-fram'd tale, may date her ruin near. 


Not 
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Nor only from our Sex thy danger ſprings 1 

<© Beware thy own /—Society oft brings 

cc Into the ſnare thoſe ſcape that walk alone; 

« And Woman, oft by Woman, is undone. 

„How has the falſe, th' intriguing, fooliſh friend,- — 

« F riendſhip forgive if for a while I lend 

« The ſacred name to ſuch |—how oft have theſe, 8 

« Led on to thame 3 by unperceiv'd degrees; 

« Her who was principled i in Virtue's ſchool ; 

«© Whoſe actions all were ſquar d by Virtue's aeg $ 
c Till, -—lur'd by theſe the once reluctant Maid 
85 (By converſe harden d, by example ſway d) 

« Ventures in ſlipp ry paths : then foremoſt ſeen 
895 Connects with Vice; familiar grows with Sin: 
«To ſcenes, where Riot reigns, no ſcruple makes ; ; 


"$i looker-on to-day : 2 the next, 8 


Be on thy guard: here to ſuſpeck, 1s 70%. 
8 Suſpect wack for oft ſad ruin lies 


F 2 « Hid 
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7, us Hid ! in Self- Confidence ; that child of Pride, 


« Which ſcorns reproof ; and ſhuns the needful guide T 
« Full of its fancy'd pow'rs ; ſuperior {kill ; 

It takes direction only from the Will; 

« And acts what That ordains : leaving dull Rules, 
« And ſlow-pac'd Caution, fot the uſe of Fools. 


« Not that I would my Child ſhould friendlefs drive 
« Down the rou gh tide of Time; where all who live, 


60 Reſtraint, aſſiſtance, counſel, comfort need; 


BN From him that reigns, to him that aſks for bread. 


cc Griev'd ſhould I be, if this degenerate Age 

„ Shew'd none, who juſtly might thy love engage; 
« And prove another Self but Bere, much care; 
Nor only this: it aſks the ardent pray 715 

e Rightly to make the choice, from whence muſt flow 


So much of good, or ill; of weal, or woe. 


Be not in haſte to take each proffer d hand, 
<« Tho' join'd with looks of love. Friendſhip muſt ſtand 
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Upon a ſtronger baſe ; and firmer ground, 
« Than caſual likings ; oft unſtable found: 
« Caprice, or Folly, may ſufficient prove 
« To raiſe, to. wondrous heights, ſome ſtart ot love; 
But, to give permanence, requires the aid 
« Of ſober Judgment; and a mind well ſtaid 
On ſound. Religion, as the corner- ſtone 
On which to build for life nor life alone: 
« With Iſrael's ladder ſe the ſtructure riſe; 
ce Its foot on earth; its top, beyond the ſkies l. 
Then ſeck the Maid, who, from her earlieſt . 

« Has trod, with Ready ſtep, the paths of Truth; 
N hroughout the minor ſtate. herſelf approv d; 
«© The Parent honour'd, and the Brother loy/d : 

© Whaſe whole deportment ſpeaks the gen'rous mind; 
Courteous to all; and, to her extent, kind: 
Whoſe virtues glare not like thecroſe full blown; 
Gay in the morn, but wither'd ere the noon: 


« Rather, ſtill op'ning on the raviſh'd fenſe 3. 


« « Till having gain'd that height of excellence: 
6 Preſcrib d 
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Preſcrib d their limits here, they're plac d on high; 
6 expand, and brighten, thro'-eternity : 

<«< Modeſt, not prudiſh ;' Aivety; yet diſcreet: 

80 A Sr ENCE“, if it may more good chan great: : 

c Nor judge thoſe blandiſhments beſtow'd on thee, 
cc « Imply each virtue, in its due degree; 

<« But mark th unguarded look which from her bent; : 
<« The turn her talk, when the of others ſpeaks : 
“Do theſe comport with candour?_.thew a mind 

« Innately good: - friend to human-kindꝰ 

& Let her be zhine : with her thy pleaſures e : 


2 - And let her counſels leſſen ev'ry care: 


cc © Rev'rence the ſacred image in thy breaſt ; 

cc © And fit the dwelling for ſo fair a gueſt E456] 

« Adorn with graceful arts, if in thy pow'r ; 
«And, to thy utmoſt; ſtrive to add, each hour, 
« Something or to delight, or to endear z 

But be, at leaſt, no virtue wanting there: 


New Ducheſs of Devonſhire, 


40 With 
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ec With jealous haſte remove what may offend; 
And be thyſelf all thou would'ſt have thy Friend. 


Thus far the Virgin. But the time may come,, 
For Friend and Huſband to unite in one : 
5 And let not my Alu RRLA act like thoſe 


Who ſeem to think, —once ty'd the marcioge-neoſks,”.. 


« All caution, care, reſtraint, a needleſs prove; 
« And nought henceforth, but Liberty and Lore! 
« Fatal miſtake To break that union, frar: L 
« Wretched the Wife, ſhould Friend be wanting here: 
« An object of compaſſion; or, of blame; 
<« Martyr'd her peace of mind; or wreck' d her fame. 
« Witneſs this truth, ye crouds of blaſted Fair! 
% 'Fhat ſtain our land, and almoſt taint its air; 
£ Acting, or ſuff ring, what we bluſh to ſee ; 
« Jeep, O er your wrongs ; or blaze, in Infamy ! 
« What need thro France and Italy to roam? 
« Our docile Youth may be ſupply'd at home 
5 With 
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« With ev'ry mode of Vice; - which former Times * 
ce Were fore d to borrow from thoſe happier climes; 
« With ev'ry vanity the ſoul holds dear, 
« And highly finiſh education here: 
ce N or need to fear the awful Parent's frown l 
ce They mind them not—They've buſineſs of their own. 


« Nor infidelity alone the ſource = 
* Of alienated love; and ſad divorce 
« Of minds, at leaſt: pregnant with various ills ; 
« Divided int'reſts, and diſcordant wills; 
cc And foul debate,—that mortal foe to Love !— 
« Where ſhe who conquers, will a ſuff rer prove. 
« Man, lordly Man !—ftil] jealous to maintain 
« His right divine; ſees not, without ſome pain, | 
% Your Sex approach too near th' Imperial 1 hrone; 
« Jn long ſucceſſion fill'd by him alone: 
„ From whom each regal mandate muſt proceed . 


c T” obey thoſe mandates you have been decreed. 


cc Nor 


* 
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« Nor draw concluſions from his want of ſkill : 
ce Is Reaſon weak ?—The ſtronger then the will; 
«© The more tenacious of the high-flown claim; 
« And ſtill more ſacred held a Huſband's name: 
ce While to preſerve the dignity he loves, 
© The ſpurns at counſels which his heart approves. 
| © Then keep thy diſtance, . tho' well-qualify'd 
t To ſhare at leaſt the ſceptre; if not guide, | A 


ce Strive, in thy humbler province, to excel: 


e Indifferent what the part, if OT Wa 


<« Study the Temper : tis an uſeful book ; 
cc But aſks much labour not to be miſtook : | 
K Made up, perhaps, of contradictions, whimm 
A jargon all, to thoſe who {lightly ſkim | 
The crabbed page; but may afford ſome light 
How, in thy rugged paths, to tread aright. 
I not approve the Art that gains its ends 
« By ſeeming to oppoſe ; and recommends 
ce To practiſe ht which in its ſoul it fears; 
ce Or works its way by well · diſſembled tears: 
1 - « Lackeys 


46. 7 
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80 Lackeys to vices with intent to pleaſe : 


« Blaze not a Ducheſs mark d with Rains like theſe T 


ce Yet learn which way the varying humours tend; 


ws And, Conſcience ſafe, to Folly condeſcend : 


« Melt down fierce Anger with the mild reply; 


te Or filent let the hurricane paſs by; 

e Or ſtand aſide till all is calm again: 

PF «,( Tis madneſs only braves the raging main. | 
« Aſſiſt, while ſuffer'd, with thy utmoſt pow” T5 


8 « Nor loſe thy temper if they bid give 0 er: 13 
N The talents veil whoſe luſtre may offend ; 3 K. 
Or better throw that laſtre round thy Friend, : 


« And with the ray reflected /afely ſnine; 

« Content to borrow what is fairly thine « 

« With dext'rous hand deficiencies ſupply 73 
And well repaid thy liberality ; 1 

The Title 5, but ine true Royalty. 


« There are, and ſuch 1 hope AluxkIi“s lot! 
« Who know to prize the Bleſſing they have got 
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ee In the Good Wiſe ; ; and rule with milder ſway ; 30 %%% 
« Such their commands, tis tranſport to obey. 

ce Who gently wean your minds from noiſe and ſhow :- 
te Draw out each weed; and in its place beſtow i 
ce Some plant of nobler growth; which may produce 
ce Its fruit thro' life; ' for pleaſure and for uſe : 

«© Make you companions talk in confidence: 

« Enquire your thoughts f in things of conſequence * 
e And own a woman may have Common Senſe ; 

© Or more—But tis no matter what they do; 


ec We ſeek thy road, and not anotber's now. 


Decline each crooked: path, tho' it allure, 
« By ſeeming ſmooth, and to thy thoughts ſecure : | 
Who quits the line of Truth, and devious ſtrays, 

<« Whate'er the call, in Falſehood's baleful maze, 
« Muſt give up inward peace; which not abides 


< But where Integrity each action guides 

« And frees from fear of foul DeteGon's/ſain+:/ » | 
40 A ſain which Time may oft attempt in vain | 

G 2 | . « To 


r 
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cc To waſh from the remembrance, and reſtore 


. To that fair rank in which we ſtood before! 
ce. O dread the dire Diſgrace Have not a thought 
Infirmities allow d but may be e | 


* To ſtand th' enquiry of a candid foe ; 5 


„And Rill the fairer for th' enquiry ſhow. 
„ Secure Efteem : nor truſt to youthful Charms ; 
Which, tho' ev'n Age would ſpare, Cuſtom diſarms 


« Of all that wond'rous pow'r they once might boaſt > 


Beauty itfelf on Inattention loft. 


tc The ſprightly wit we once ſo much admir'd ; : 

cc The look which once the gazer's boſom fir dd 
« Paſs off like common things, unheard, unſeen: 
« $0 ſhort their day, _ n as never been. 


1 vet let not negligence create agile: 
4e That fatal rock on which fo many ſtrike J 
« What! all thoſe pains beſtow'd, that ſkill , a. 


4 To mob at Almack' 8, or a Maſquerade; 


„ Amid 
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« Amid a motley, felf-admiring gw p32 ; 

ce The rich reward a curtſey, or a nod, 

« From ſome high dame, who deigns, in piſing by, 

« Vouchſafe the boon 34 proud humility ! 

« Alas |—and 7his the phantom to which Wealth, 

« Order, Humanity, Affection, Health, 

« Are hourly facrifie d, in eager ſtrife, 

oy By Youth, by Age, Maid, Matron, Widow, Wife! 

To zhis the bliſs Domeſtic Life beſtows? | 
46 © The calm content which from right-acting flows? 

« For ſuch an idol hazard Life and Fame ?— -_. 

« F name no Demons with a black r name 3 5 

« Nor will thy purity of mind a | 

40 With talk of e found i in * $ fan 


* 'The ROY Man proportions ſtill his Pains, : 
IM His care, his coſt, to what may be his gains: 
e 80 will the prudent Wife: :—Be Thou that Wife: 
4 And let it be the purpoſe of thy life 


e rar 
1 TO pleaſe at Ad for thit, conſult thy lat; 5 * 
& Exert TOP {kill ; and, if thou canſt, ſurpaſs 
. herſelf, in elegance of dreſs ;| 
« Wah n nice propriety to rank and place. 
« With brilliant wit, nor only brilliant, et 
Phy hearers charm like S- and M-——ev : 250 
Deck with each pleaſing look, engaging air; 
4 And try the influence of Good-Humour there 
<« As Nature fades, the more of care requir' d 
« To keep alive che flame, ſo near expir'd : 
« For love, the love I mean, ſcarce laſts for life; | 
<© The object chang d when chang' d from Maid to Wyn: 
cc e By « ev'ry honeft art protract the ſpan, - z 
“Till Friendſhip perfects what frail Love op 
« Her faithful train ſhall bleſs the ſocial hours : 
cc Concord ſtill there; while pure Affection pours 


Oer all, that charm which can to Pain give eaſe; 


Add weight to Worth, and make ev'n Trifles pleaſe. 
ec The Children, happy i in the Parents love, {7 
« Look up, and copy what they muſt approve : : 


Par III. A L M E 


7 


cc The pleas'd Domeſti cks, chearful ſervice pay; : 
cc The Rich, reſpect; the Poor, for bleſſings pray: 
What Love beſtows, Oeconomy repays ;— 1 „ 


« A Life of Reaſon | f with general Praiſe! 
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